SMART, GR EE N , AND TIMELESS!
PROUD
TO FEATURE:

1 7 M E A D OW L A N E N . , G O L D E N VA L L E Y

AVA I L A B L E : $ 1, 2 7 0 , 0 0 0
F E A T U R E S

AGE-IN-PLACE DESIGN: This home is designed for future use by a disabled and/or aging
homeowner. Design features include no-step entries, integrated elevator shaft, wheelchair
width doorways and passageways, lever handles, and a prospective caretaker suite on the
lower level—everything needed to allow a disabled or aging family member to remain at
home with dignity in this beloved neighborhood.
REFINED OUTDOOR LIVING: Tucked amidst coniferous trees on one quarter acre in
Tyrol Hills, this home’s main floor opens to a cozy screen room, NY Bluestone patio, and
landscaped yard. This outdoor space becomes fully integrated with the home via a
retractable screen and a 12-foot wide bi-fold door—bringing the outside in on coveted
summer days.The home is located minutes from downtown Minneapolis, the Shops at West
End, Theodore Wirth Park, and the Twin Cities Grand Rounds Scenic Byway trail system.
Hopkins and Breck schools are within walking distance.

Be our guest as you explore this beautiful home. We encourage you to ask questions,
including those related to YOUR dream home! – Rocky and Gigi DiGiacomo
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DESIGN BUILD

Mechanicals
n Thermal insulating package
n Geothermal heating and cooling
n 14 solar panels
n Master bath in-floor heat
n Integrity from Marvin
windows and doors
n Apple iPhone controlled media,
security, etc.
Outdoor Living
n Front porch and trellis
n 12' Marvin bi-fold door
opens to screen room
n 12' retractable screen
n Bluestone patio
n Artist-commissioned fountain
n Weather-sensing irrigation system
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Welcome to the 2013 Green Dream Home! You’ll see that we’ve taken our usual
care with every detail—from the functional floor plan and green engineering to
the handy iPhone controls and selection of timeless finishes—everything you’ve
come to expect from DiGiacomo Homes & Renovation. In addition, we’re
introducing two new features: age-in-place design and refined outdoor living.

Floor Plan
n 4,400 square feet
– 2,200 sq. ft on upper level
– 1,200 sq. ft. on main level
– 1,000 sq. ft on lower level
n 4 bedrooms (w/option for five)
n 3.5 baths
n 2.5 car garage
n No-step entries
n Elevator option
n Household “drop zone”
n Upper level family room
n Upper level laundry
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ENERGY-CONSCIOUS FEATURES

Intelligently Green
Imagine paying less than $50/month for your combined
gas and electric bills. We’re making it happen. This year’s
Green Dream Home is similar in size and design to our
2011 Green Dream Home where combined gas and
electric bills have averaged $45/month over the past 18
months. Department of Energy estimates suggest gas and
electric utility expenses for a typical, comparably sized
home in Minnesota cost $530/month.
n

n

HOW DO WE VERIFY HOME PERFORMANCE?
During construction, we invite independent energy
auditors to test energy performance using sophisticated
thermal and pressure equipment. The energy efficiency of
our homes far exceeds industry expectations. After the
home is built, we continue to monitor on-going energy
use and utility expenses by tracking gas and electric costs
incurred by homeowners. We believe this long-term
monitoring is critical to improving the future engineering
and design of our new homes.

HOW DO WE ACHIEVE NEAR ZERO ENERGY?
At DiGiacomo Homes & Renovation, we take a
comprehensive, systems approach to green home
building. We start by exploring the paybacks and tradeoffs of energy-efficient investments and products (e.g.,
LED lighting, Integrity windows and doors, Tier 3 Energy
Star appliances). Next we pair these products with
carefully engineered systems (e.g., thermal insulating
packages, geothermal mechanicals, and solar panels). Our
goal is to minimize energy use and maximize energy
production without compromising cost or aesthetics.

This home is expected to receive Platinum Certification from Minnesota’s
Green Path—the second home ever to receive the program’s highest rating.

www.DesignBuildMN.com
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n

DOES IT PAY TO BE GREEN?
The 2011 Green Dream Home saves its owners over
$5,800 annually in gas and electric costs (compared to
average utility costs). The 2013 Green Dream Home has
the potential to do the same. The installation of our
Zero Energy Package—including insulation, Integrity
windows, geothermal systems, and solar panels—costs
approximately $36,500. However, the $24,400 in federal
energy tax credits/rebates, mean that these new
systems will pay for themselves in approximately two
years. This is equivalent to a 50 percent return on
investment (15 percent ROI without the tax
credits/rebates). That’s what we call intelligently green!
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AG E -I N - PL ACE DESIG N

Forward Thinking
As our population ages, homes that are able to accommodate individuals with restricted mobility and multigeneration families will become increasingly valuable.
As part of our commitment to building homes that last
forever, we’ve incorporated subtle, yet critical, design
features that allow family members to remain at home as
health needs or family dynamics change.
n

WHAT FEATURES ARE ALREADY IN PLACE?
As you tour this home, you’ll notice some “age-inplace” features have already been installed. These
subtle, yet important, features must be incorporated as
part of the home’s initial build and were designed to
perfectly compliment the home’s aesthetic.
1. Elevator shaft (connecting 3 levels)
2. Wheelchair-sized doorways, passageways,
and turning radiuses
3. Low, open shelving to provide easy access
to every day items
4. Lever door handles—timeless, yet practical for
comfortable gripping/turning

n

WHAT FEATURES CAN BE EASILY ADDED?
By incorporating age-in-place features into a home’s
initial design, we make future modifications easy, tasteful,
and economical. The following features have been
designed into this home and can be added at any time:

1. Elevator. The elevator shaft is framed and wired already—all
that’s missing is the elevator! The $35,000 cost of a future
elevator install will offset average assisted living costs in a
matter of months. The dignity of remaining at home is priceless,
whether for a parent or a forward-thinking homeowner. The cost
of retrofitting an elevator in a home that is not designed to
include shaft space can exceed $100,000 and destroy the
home’s layout, aesthetics, and value.
2. Home health or personal care aide suite. The lower level of
this home includes a bed, bath, and generous family/theater
room. This space also is wired and plumbed for a kitchenette
– allowing the entire lower level to act as an independent
suite for an aging parent, adult child, nanny or future
health/personal care aide.
3. Grab bars. The master shower has been completely prepped
for the installation of mobility aids if needed. Blocking has
been added behind the tile to support future grab bars and
a shower bench.

That’s what we call forward thinking!
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2013 GREEN DREAM HOME DESIGN-BUILD COSTS
LAND
BASIC BUILD PACKAGE

$285,000
$863,000

CUSTOM ADD-ON FEATURES:
iPHONE AUDIO/VIDEO/SECURITY PACKAGE:
iPhone controlled streaming music
iPhone controlled video: TV, DVD, satellite, Internet
iPhone controlled Security cameras
Prep for home security system
Prep for central vacuum system

$20,400

n

LANDSCAPING PACKAGE:
Weather-sensing irrigation system
Softscaping and hardscaping

$34,800

n

OUTDOOR-LIVING PACKAGE:
Marvin bi-fold door
Phantom screen
Fountain crafted by local artist

$18,950

n

AGE-IN-PLACE PACKAGE:
Elevator ready
Wired/plumbed for caretaker/mother-in-law suite
Wheelchair entries/floor levels throughout home
Lever hardware, wider doors, grab bars, etc.

$11,350

n

n

ZERO-ENERGY PACKAGE:
$36,500
Actual Cost of Package After Tax Credits/Rebates:
$12,100
Spray-foam insulation above building code requirement
Upgrade cost of Geothermal over natural gas furnace
Photovoltaic Solar Panels, LED lighting, top EnergyStar appliances,
advanced air-infiltration details, Blower-door testing with
3rd party verification

TOTAL COST:
– ENERGY TAX CREDITS/REBATES
FINAL COST AFTER ENERGY TAX CREDITS/REBATES

$1,270,000*
$24,400
$1,245,600*

* Does not include cost of realtor fees if using agent.

N OT E S

BUILDING & REMODELING WITH
DIGIACOMO HOMES & RENOVATION
As an award-winning, design-build company
with more than 20 years of experience,
DiGiacomo Homes & Renovation is helping
families put down roots in established
neighborhoods.
Many families who wish to live in time-honored
Twin Cities’ neighborhoods struggle to find “the
right home” amidst housing stock built for a bygone era. Families are now choosing to
undertake major renovations and, increasingly, to
build new. Building and renovating in existing
neighborhoods brings unique opportunities and
challenges. Neighborhood aesthetics, municipal
zoning requirements, narrow lot sizes, and a
complex real estate market must all be
considered while creating a home that paves the
way for renewable energy systems, age-in-place
design, and smart phone technologies.
As an urban builder and remodeler, we have
explored these challenges and opportunities to
remake the way we live. The DiGiacomo Homes
& Renovation team—led by owners Rocky and
Gigi DiGiacomo—bring valuable experience to
clients who are considering making the purchase
of property for tear down and subsequent
rebuild, or major renovation. We have helped
families locate, purchase and transform properties
through an informed and streamlined process.
OUR SERVICES INCLUDE:
n Site Analysis
n Architectural Design
n Energy Planning
n Interior Design
n Construction
We offer basic custom build packages to
accommodate your building preferences, timing,
location, and budget. Our team will work with you
to find suitable land in the Twin Cities or design for
property you already own.
Visit www.DesignBuildMN.com to peruse our online
galleries, review available properties, and sign up
for our informational e-newsletter. Contact us when
you’re ready to begin discussing a dream home of
your own.

2007–2012
CONTRACTOR OF
THE YEAR AWARDS

BEST ADDITION ENTIRE HOUSE
OVER $250K
$250K– $500K

BEST RESIDENTIAL
EXTERIOR <150K

BEST RESIDENTIAL BEST SUSTAINABLE/
INTERIOR <$150K GREEN REMODELING

BEST KITCHEN
$75-$90K
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