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Will G! whiz app sell houses?

Artcio by: AM BUCHTA . Star Tisune  Upcanos: Febnvary 12. 2011 957 PM

Forget 10 furn cown the water haater before leaving on vacation? This home buider
hopas that baing able 1o do it from the airpert on yoeur iPhane will help sall houses.
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An Phone and a garage door don't seem 10 have much in commoen,
but Rocky DiGacomo hopes a painng of the two might transiate ino
cash. Or at lcast a home sale.

The Twin Cites-basod bulider says that every house he bullds now s
going to have, or be ready for, the technoiogy $at will aliow its
owners 10 use an Fhone app 0 Heraly operate the house. That
means cpening e garage coor when you pul in the drive % tuming
up the hest wiven you Bave the ofios. all on the lisy scresn of an
Phone, or any hedeld devios Rocey Digiacons

Clzaeth Mores, Star Trdere

“We're trying to piggyback on the hoopla over IPhones,” DiGacomo
sald while standing In the dining room of a $1.3 milon house he's
trying to sel in Goden Valey On his Phone, he tspped ink the
home's survpilancs sy 1 366 wha's & e frord door He can
A0 Coriral the home's heat. sledrcly and sudo syskm using the G!
app, even il he's not home,

Hardwiring the house in prepsration for installsion of such & system
oosts $3 000 1o §5,000, ot incduding any equpment, In this case, the
antie systim cost upwarnd of $20,000, and Bt coesn inchads the full
rargs of home suoralion equpment thals svalable DiGacomo Althe front doce

g ncuce comtrols 1o the heatng and cooling system, and for the Elzadeth Morea, Star Trtere
Ights, among many others that are reacily avallabie.

Such upgraces can be 8 1ugh sel for many of Wday's penrry-
piching bome buyers. Many hors buiicens near and far ane taking
the appashie approach « outting costs wherever possibie as they koep
oosts 0 a minmum.

DAGiscnmo says NS sppeasch is worth e rsk becsuss he needs his
housss 10 stand oul i@ crowend market. “This is e lime you have
o nnovane,” he said.

On e suface. e houses that DiGiscoms bulds seem capable of
airacing encugh SNelion on ther own. The o in Galden Valley
has its own mobie phone docking Staton for every member of e
famiy. a sleck stainkess steel italan range and thick sheets of milky
Carrara martie throughout the kiRchen.

Though the Phone app s relaively new, DIGIcoma stamed thinking
ol ways 1o maes his houses "smarted” gl kas! theee yeaes ago, That's
whan he stared thinking ssrously Sbo evisions s how o
Icomporate hem in0 a Iving space in a more elegant way. TVs have
been a central part of our Ives, tut not every family wanis to
acknawiodge that, 50 DiGacomo started looxing at ways of puting
the TV in central locations, bt hiding them behing siding doors,
pane’s and in other clever spaces



"TVs are a portal 10 the workd” DiGlacomo said.
The gontheranly app thal unkocks doors

Mdaoanomu!ormoflm induding many resdly
avalatln home s alion systems

Smart.hcuse technology B0t new, but R hasnt alvays boen casy to
operate. Some had universal remaote controls, while others had
corrplicated control pads or compuler inderfacs, The joke n e
business, DiGiscomo sad, was ol such sysiems wene 30 difiodl
yous Coukdn't beach the Labysiier o um on the TV,

That's why when a Kentucky company caled Elan staried seling the
app, DIGcoms decded 1o use 1 and 8 number of energy-efficet
foatures 1o help sall s houses

He beleves home duyers are wiling to invest in technology that
makes ife casier and wil help conserve energy both because R saves
moaney and is batler for B srviroremsent

Like other IPhone apps, G! s intative and knows when you're puling
o the criveway, 50 can automascaly cpen the garage door. Same
thing when you wak up %0 the house and it automaticaly unlocks the
froet door. Of whan you entar & roam aod it tums on e lights and
your fvonitn gvening music

He hired JJ Vandermyde, a company in Baine, 0 instal the system,
which consists of 2 number components manulactured by other
CorEanies.

"I think there might be a certain pent.up demand for that sort of thing
that hasnt been met yet ™ he said. "But well find out shortly *
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